
at the Library  
West Nyack Free Library  

From the Director: 

If not nowé 

On Thanksgiving weekend, I watched a film called America, 

America. Although written, produced and directed by the 

great filmmaker Elia Kazan, the film is rarely shown on  

television. Kazan struggled for years to get financing for this 

project. He intended to pay tribute to the courage and  

resourcefulness of his uncle Stavros, the man responsible for 

bringing the family from Anatolia to the United States. His 

investors didnôt think the movie would be successful, and 

they were right. So was Kazan, who never regretted the  

gamble. His goal had been to preserve the family story for his 

children and grandchildren, and to honor immigrants of every 

ethnicity. In this goal, he succeeded. 

 I believe that every family has a story worth preserving for 

future generations. Few of us are capable of making a film, 

but everyone can - and should - create a written record of the 

past. 

 I am aware that many people maintain organized files of  

birth and baptismal certificates, marriage licenses, deeds  

and mortgages. Documents are important, but at best they  

provide the skeletal framework of a familyôs history. Stories 

fill out the frame and reveal the humanity of our ancestors. 

 By way of illustration, here is one of my family stories. 

 My mother had to leave school at the age of fourteen. There 

was no alternative. Her father was dead, her mother was sick, 

her older brothers busy supporting their own families. Her 

birth certificate was altered to make her sixteen, legally  

entitled to enter the workforce. She began as a file clerk and 

took business courses at night. 

 Six years later, she was hired as private secretary to a bank 

executive. Within a short time, she realized her boss had  

a major problem. He drank from early morning until  

unconsciousness set in, and was incapable of doing any work. 

Mom was not about to lose a job that paid twenty-five dollars 

a week. She went through the files, studied previously-written 

documents and began doing his job as well as her own. 

 One day she was caught in the act. I suspect the president 

was aware that her boss was a train wreck, and wondered how 

he could have been doing so well. Instead of being fired, she 

was given the job she had taught herself - the office, the title, 

and one hundred dollars a week. She had gambled, and she 

won. 

 Please consider the importance of preserving your familyôs 

history. The library can help in many ways. We can supply 

books and databases as well as guidance in preparing the  

written record. 

 If now is not a good time to begin, then when? 

  

          Rita Tavel Fogelman 

                                                                    

 

Winter 2012  

 

On Display in the Adult Room: 

 

January: Shadow Pictorials by Marianna Abramovich 

February: Birds of Prey Photography Jane Murphy 

March: Ukrainian Embroidery by Marika Selezniov Kin 

April: Wood Vignettes by Ruth Geneslaw 

 

On Display in the Childrenôs Room: 

 

January: Push-Puppets from the collection of  

                Myrna Sigal & Bardonia Kindergarten Quilt 

February: Celebrate the Chinese Year of the Dragon 

                   Dragons from the collection of Jaci Carl 

March: ZentangleÈ Art by Nathalie Marinoff 

April: Sculptures by Mr. Silberbergôs Students of the 

           Strawtown & Bardonia Elementary Schools 

Notes from the Circulation  Desk: 

In an effort to ñgo green,ò we will no  

longer be sending First Overdue Notices. 

We have an excellent reminder service 

through email that will advise you when an 

item is almost due back. This service helps 

patrons to return items before they are  

overdue, thus avoiding fines. Please sign up 

for Email Notification next time you  

are in the library. 



in the Adult Room  
Exploring the World of Chocolate 

Wednesday, February 1 at 7 PM 

Annette van Loon of the Chocolaterie presents a 

program on everyoneôs favorite confection.  

Tasting to follow. 

Registration begins January 18. 

 

Calling All Crafters: Create a Necklace with 

Chain and Crystal 

Wednesday, February 8 at 6:45 PM 

Instructor Marianne Olbermann reveals the  

technique for combining chains and stones to  

create a unique keepsake. A materials fee of 

$10.00 is required. 

Limited registration begins January 25. 

 

Finding Inner Peace through Meditation 

Thursday, February 9 at 11 AM 

Instructor Vegan shows how mind and body can 

be taught to act in harmony and promote a  

balanced life. 

Registration begins January 26. 

 

An Evening with the Author of The  

Creatureôs Curse 

Wednesday, February 15 at 7 PM 

Paul Braus reads from his novel and demonstrates 

that horror can be quite entertaining. 

Registration begins February 1. 

 

Cook Smart, Cook Delicious: Mastering Bean 

Cuisine 

Wednesday, March 7 at 7 PM 

Diane Hoch, owner of Food Evolution, teaches  

the secrets of preparing a great lentil soup.  

Tasting to follow. 

Registration begins February 22. 

 

Moving to a New Beat: Learn American Tribal

-Style Belly Dance 

Wednesday, March 14 at 7 PM 

Instructor Beverly Lewis introduces a new fitness 

technique incorporating music and traditions  

from many different cultures. 

Registration begins February 29. 

 

Calling All Crafters: Create a Bracelet  

Inspired by Nature 

Wednesday, March 21 at 6:45 PM 

Instructor Marianne Olbermann shows how to 

create floral motifs with gemstones. A materials 

fee of $10.00 is required. 

Limited registration begins March 7. 

 

Social Networking for the Rest of Us 

Wednesday, April 4 at 7 PM 

The library presents the ABCs of Facebook and 

Twitter for anyone ready to take the plunge.  

Registration begins March 21. 

 

In Celebration of National Library  

Week - April 8 - 14: Stop by the library this 

week. The first 100 visitors will receive a  

special gift. 

 

Fun with ZentangleÈ 

Wednesday, April 11 at 7 PM 

Nathalie Marinoff introduces a new form of  

artistic expression. Learn the basic technique and 

create a stunning display piece. 

Limited registration begins March 28. 

Teen Programs 

 

SAT or ACT: Choosing the Best of the Tests 

Saturday, February 18 from 12:30 - 4:30 PM 

Scores Back Session: Saturday, March 24  

from 1 - 2 PM 

The easy way to make a tough decision: students 

will take a combo practice test and later receive  

an analysis of their performance on the SAT and 

ACT parts of the exams. 

Limited registration begins February 4. 

 

Practice SAT Test 

Saturday, April 21 from 12:30 - 4:30 PM 

A fully-proctored examination will show students 

exactly what to expect on test day. Analysis of  

the scores will highlight individual strengths and 

weaknesses. 

Limited registration begins April 7. 

 

Certification Program for Babysitters 

Thursdays, April 19, 26, and May 3  

from 7 - 9 PM 

This program provides expert guidance on health 

and safety issues. Participants must be 12 years of 

age and up, and must attend all classes to receive 

the certificate. 

Limited registration begins April 5. 



Storytime Programs 

Toddler Time 

(Children must be between 2 İ and  

3 İ, with caregiver. Children may 

not attend another program.) 

Stories, fingerplays, songs, fun 

Fridays at 10:30 AM 

February 10, 17, March 2, 9, 23, 

30. 

(No session on February 24 or  

March 16.) 

 

Preschool Storytime 

(Children must be 3 by registration 

date. Caregivers please wait in 

library outside story room.) 

Stories, crafts and fun 

Mondays at 10 AM 

February 13, 27, March 5, 12, 19, 

26, and April 2, 16 (No session on 

February 20 or April 9) 

Or 

Tuesdays at 1:30 PM 

February 7, 14, 28, March 6, 13, 

20, 27, and April 3 (No session on 

February 21.) 

 

Family Storytime - a fun 

experience for all 

(Babies through age 5 with parents, 

grandparents, or caregivers) 

All ages will enjoy this storytime that 

meets the first Saturday of the 

month at 11 AM. January 7, 

February 4, March 3, April 14  

and May 5. 

 

Limited registration for the above 

programs begins Friday, January 

27 at 10 AM. 

Preference will be given to Clarkstown  
Central School District residents for   
admission to adult and childrenôs  

programs. Juvenile registration may be 
done in person or by phone. Proof of 
residency and age is required. Only the 
child and caregiver will be admitted to 
Toddler and Mommy and Me 
programs-no siblings please. 

 Children’s Programs 

Girlsô Night Out - a Mother-

Daughter Book Club for 4th & 

5th graders 

The group meets on the 2nd  

Tuesday of each month at 7 PM. 

Book to be announced. 

Meeting dates: February 14,  

March 13, April 17 and May 8 

Registration begins Tuesday, 

January 17 at 7 PM 

Book for the February meeting 

will be available at registration.  

Just for Guys ONLY!  

A Father -  Son Book Discussion  

(Grades 4 - 6) 

Join with your dad, grandfather, 

uncle, cousin or friend...The group 

meets on the 2nd Thursday of each 

month at 7 PM. The first title is 

Swindle by Gordon Korman.  

Meeting dates: February 9,  

March 8, April 19 (3rd Thursday 

of April) and May 10. 

Registration begins Tuesday, 

January 17 at 7 PM 

Book for February meeting will 

be available at registration. 

 

Winter Recess Vacation Programs 

 

Letôs Put on a Show 

Monday, February 20 at 2 PM 

(Grades K - 2) 

Itôs time for Hansel & Gretel! Make the witchôs 

house and some character puppets and youôre ready 

for action. 

Mardi Gras Fun in West Nyack 

Tuesday, February 21 at 2 PM 

(Grades 3 - 6) 

Join Ms. Olga to make a fancy mask and some 

delicious cupcakes. Travel to New Orleans not 

needed! 

Ready-Set-Go 

Wednesday, February 22 at 11 AM 

(Ages 3 - 5) 

Can you think of 3 fairy tales that star 3  

animals in each? Ms. Cindy will help us explore the 

ñworld of 3ôsò in stories and crafts. 

Laser Light with Mad Science 

Thursday, February 23 at 1 PM 

(Grades 2 & up) 

Use real lasers to create illusions, design a light 

show and compete in a friendly game of Laser  

Limbo. 

Rock with Matty Roxx 

Friday, February 24 at 10:30 AM 

(Ages 2 - 5) 

Musician and funster Matty is sure to provide a 

rockinô good time for all. 

Limited registration for above vacation  

programs begins Tuesday, February 7 at 7 PM. 

Music, Mommy and Me with 

Jeffrey Friedberg 

(Children must be between 15 and 

29 months by registration date.) 

Session 1: 

Wednesdays at 10 AM 

February 1, 8, 15 

Limited registration begins  

Friday, January 27 at 1 PM 

 

Session 2: 

Wednesdays at 10 AM 

March 14, 21, 28 

Limited registration begins  

Friday, March 2 at 1 PM  

 

Spring Vacation Programs 

Flower Fairies 

Monday, April 9 at 2 PM 

(Grades 1 & up) 

Some flower petals, beads, wire, and imagination 

are all you need to make a mini petal doll. 

Family Movie Matinee 

Tuesday, April 10 at 2 PM 

(Children ages 5 & up) 

Children under 7 must be accompanied by an adult. 

Parents of children under 10 must attend program 

or remain in the building. Popcorn and juice  

provided -  of course! 

Building-Block Bonanza 

Wednesday, April 12 at 11 AM 

(Ages 3 - 5) 

If you love building with Lego-type blocks, this is 

the place to be. Come for a fun-filled time.  

(ñLegoò donations always welcome!)  

Wild, Wild West Day 

Thursday, April 12 at 11 AM 

(Ages 3 - 5) 

Join Ms. Cindy for Western stories told around the 

ñcampfireò, a sing-along, and a cowboy/girl craft. 

Jilly and Her Puppets (Family Show) 

Friday, April 13 at 11 AM  
Come giggle, dance, sing and use your imagination 

with Earth Dragon, the Otter Twins, Squirrel  

Buddies and more! 

Limited registration for above vacation  

programs begins Tuesday, March 27 at 7 PM. 

NEW SUPER AWESOME 

PROGRAM! 
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                     Library Hours                                            

Monday -Thursday 9:30 AM -9:00 PM                         

Friday                     9:30 AM -5:00 PM                          

Saturday               10:00 AM -5:00 PM                      

Sunday                    1:00 PM -5:00 PM                        

Summer                                                                  

Monday -Thursday  9:30 AM -9:00 PM                       

Friday                      9:30 AM -5:00 PM                      

Saturday                10:00 AM -4:00 PM                   

Closed Sundays from late June through                        

Labor Day  Designed and edited by Jennifer M. Visione  

2012 Membership for the Friends of the West Nyack Library 

Name  

Address 

 

Phone 

Email 

Student $1.00  Ǐ  Individual $5.00  Ǐ  Family $10.00 Ǐ 

Please make checks payable to the Friends of the West Nyack 

Library. Thank you for your support!!                

 
Board of Trustees    

 
President: Frank Alkin  
Exec. Vice Pres: Kurt Mohr  
1st Vice Pres: Diane Hoeneveld  
2nd Vice Pres: Jim Diercksen  
Treasurer: Lorette M. Adams  
Recording Sec: Arlene Block  
Corres. Sec: Melissa DeNicola  
Trustee: Virginia Cann  
Trustee: Jeannette Haag  
Trustee: Raymond Kosinski  
 
Library Director: Rita Tavel Fogelman  

  

Open Knitting and Crocheting Sessions: 

Wednesdays, from 7:00 PM to 8:45 PM 

Thursdays, from 2:00 PM to 4:00 PM 

Adults and teens over 14 with any level  

of expertise are welcome on any  

Wednesday or Thursday that the  

library is open. 

 

Origami Workshop 

We meet one Saturday each month from  

10:30 AM to 12:30 PM. Everyone over 6  

is welcome, but children under 11 must be 

accompanied by an adult who stays. Join  

us for paper-folding fun on January 14,  

February 11, March 10, April 14, May 12  

and June 9. 

The Friends Corner 

Date 

Ongoing Workshops for Crafters 

www.facebook.com/westnyackfreelibrary http://twitter.com/#!/wnyacklib 


